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Inspired by the story of the Shunammite Woman (2 Kings 4:8-37)

  

The Shunammite woman was blessed with the son she secretly desired but did not ask for.
Because of her unreserved hospitality to the man of God, Elisha sought to seek God to bless
her with a son.

  

Awhile later, the gift that she was given, the child who was her greatest joy caused her to
experience her greatest pain. The child died.

  

The Shunammite woman did not waste time grieving, asking “why me?” She did not broadcast
her woe to her friends and relatives, or transfer her pain to her husband. Instead, she quietly
resolved to pursue a solution. She went in search of the one who had blessed her, to see if he
could bless her again.

  

The Shunammite woman did not tell her husband that the child had died. Having decided not to
burden him with her grief, she responded to his questions with a simple “It’s all right”. Although
the greatest love of her life was gone, she chose to believe that it would be well. She never lost
faith in the face of what seemed to be a hopeless situation and learned an incredible lesson
about restoration.

  

On the way she meets Elisha’s aide who asks her if everything is alright with her and her family.
Her response is resounding. She says “All is well.”

  

Most of us are quick to broadcast our troubles to people who do not have the power to help us.
We unashamedly air our dirty laundry to anyone who would listen. We are too quick to bring
others in when something upsetting happens, thus spreading negative energy and getting
everyone excited prematurely.
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Share your hurt only with those with the wisdom and power to help you find a remedy. Keep
quiet for just a moment before letting in the noise of others. It is in the stillness that you will hear
the voice of wisdom on the course to take.

  

Like the Shunammite woman, don’t be in a hurry to accept your misfortune. Seek a solution
first. If all attempts fail, resign yourself to your loss and weather it by continuing your life
gracefully.

  

Don’t tell those who cannot handle the news. They will convince you out of your faith for a
reversal of the situation. They will tell you to accept your loss and move on when you can have
a chance at a different outcome.

  

Can you come out and say “It is well,” even when hell is breaking loose in your life? Can God
trust you with ground shaking trials to be a testimony of His greatness, or would you rather give
in to your loss easily? When the doctors diagnose you with a life threatening disease, do you
give up the fight to restore your health? Can you dare say “It is well” when you lose your job?
Do you throw in the towel at the onset of the slightest storm in your marriage? Learn to say “It is
well.” Refuse to accept the bad and resolve to find a solution.

  

We are not ordinary people. Our advocate is a mender of things. God is in the business of
turning ashes into beauty. He can bring good out of the worst of situations. If only you would
take to Him the bad and ask Him to fix it, rather than give up the fight to bring your blessing
back to life.

  

Being able to look good on paper despite what is going on beneath the surface is a divine
quality. Never let others see you sweat. Have immovable faith no matter what is happening
around you. Don’t waste time complaining and having a pity party. Focus on the solution and
pursue it.

  

Do not be bowed by your pain. Rather, learn to transfer your pain into a positive thing. Master
the art of living over your circumstances. Determine not to give in easily to crisis. Don’t allow it
to change your demeanor. Understand that disappointments and setbacks are inevitable, but
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misery is optional. Without losing your composure, have the courage to face your pain and
believe in an answer.

  

We get what we expect. Walk in constant expectancy of blessings - of your heart’s desires
being met by believing that God wants to bless you. Those who know who they are and who
they serve are able to walk in the expectation of their desires being fulfilled. In spite of loss or
disappointment, know your true worth in God’s sight and do not shy from seeking it.

  

Lillian Chebosi
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