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I attended the Nairobi Chapter of the 2019 Global Leadership Summit a few weeks ago and was
inspired by most of the presentations. To reinforce my learning from the summit, I committed to
share my notes from the presentations that inspired me the most with my community. Today I
want to share my notes from DeVon Franklin's presentation on harnessing the power of your
difference.

  

DeVon Franklin is an award-winning producer, best-selling author and spiritual success coach.
Beliefnet named him one of the Most Influential Christians under 40. He is CEO of Franklin
Entertainment with 20th Century Fox.

  

DeVon's presentation inspired me to embrace my difference. Even though different is difficult,
your difference is your destiny. Each of us has our own recipe for success. We have to own and
cultivate the recipe that is already in us. Too often we try to become someone else at the
expense of who we are.

  

Think about your life and make a list of the characteristics you bring to the table that
differentiate you from others. Your difference looks good on you. You are good enough to find
success. Your difference is good enough.

  

What would it look like for you to own your differences? What barriers, fears, or distractions
keep us from living out our uniqueness? What needs to shift so that we are able to overcome
those barriers?

  

Difference can be painful. It's hard to stand out. It's much easier to blend in with everybody else.
And not everyone is going to embrace your difference. But your difference is the key to open the
door to your destiny. Don't be concerned about fitting in. Own your difference, even when it's
painful. Don't just fit in so as not to ruffle any feathers.
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What makes you different/unique? What gives you a different world view, and why do you think
this way? Don't exchange what makes you different for what makes you common. Resist the
exchange temptation. Don't try to be a repeat of what someone else did. Take the bullet of
being original and position yourself for your best life.

  

Let's aim to get to place where we can say "I am different, and I am okay with it". Feel good
about being associated with yourself. Hang with those who encourage your difference.

  

Be salt and light. Start shaking your creativity on everything you touch. Shine your light in dark
places. You may feel alone being different, but your difference doesn't require the approval of
everyone. Let's build our confidence about our difference to be able to say, "I have me. I have
enough all by myself. My difference is not only my destiny, my difference makes a difference".

  

  

For His Glory,

  

Lillian Chebosi
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